DISTINGUISH BETWEEN 
THE DIFFERENT VOICES THAT SPEAK TO YOU
How do I know whether it is the Spirit or the Devil who is speaking to me? 
Here are a few comparisons.
	1.   The Spirit is a "gentleman". He makes you aware of sin and the will of God (Acts 13:2).
	
	
	1.   Satan is a nagger. He nags you until you transgress (Mt4:1-10).
 
	

	2. The Spirit normally works through calm, well-considered decision-making following sufficient prayer and humiliation (Acts 15:28).
	
	
	2.  Satan pressures you to decide hastily and without thinking, and without the necessary prayer and humiliation (Isaiah 28:16).
	

	3.   If the will of the Lord is known, the Spirit asks, "Do the will of God immediately"  (Mt 6:33).
	
	
	3.  Satan strives for procrastination and delays (Lk 9:61).
	

	4.  The Spirit enlightens with regard to the consequences of sin or wrong decisions.
	
	
	4. Satan blinds you to the consequences of wrong decisions and sin.
	

	5.  The Spirit brings hope and joy when there is sorrow over sin. He assures you that the Blood of Jesus never ceases to cleanse when there is sorrow.
	
	
	5.  Satan brings despair and depression even where there is sorrow over sin. He convinces you that the Lord has rejected you; that you have committed sin against the Holy Spirit. He tries to break your spirit (Mt 27:3-5).
	

	6.  The Spirit reminds you of passages from the Bible (Jh 14:26).
	
	
	6.  Satan makes you depend on your emotions/ feelings (Mt 11:3; 1 Jh 5:10).
	

	7.  The Spirit wishes to bring you into contact with fellow Christians as together Christians form the body of Christ and therefore they need one another (acts 2:44-46).
	
	
	7.  Satan tries to isolate and withdraw you from other believers. He gets you to believe that they do not like you. He wants you to become embittered and lonely (Heb 12:15).
	

	8.   The Spirit points out all God's promises in the Bible, his trustworthiness and love for sinners - even though we often stumble  (Heb 11:11).
	
	
	8.  Satan concentrates on the negative things in the Bible - the possibility that you may not be chosen, the example of Judas Iscariot, etc. He wants you to associate with such people (Jh 8:44).
	

	9.   The Spirit convinces you that prayer changes things because God reacts to them and that everything depends on Jesus our intercessor (Phil 1:6; Heb 12:2).
	
	
	9.   Satan convinces you that all depends on yourself and fate. What has to happen will happen.
	

	10.  The Spirit helps you to forget about the past, ensures you that confessed sins have been forgotten by God. He protects you from false feelings of guilt and over-sensitivity (Isaiah 43:25).
	
	
	10. Satan reminds you of the past and makes you talk of it constantly. He arouses over-sensitivity and false guilt (Rev 12:10). 
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