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When is faith no longer faith?! 
 
Joh 2:23-24: “ However when He was in Jerusa-
lem at the Passover, at its festival, many people 
put their faith in His name, viewing the signs 
that He was performing. But Jesus Himself was 
not entrusting Himself to them because of His 
knowing them all. 
 
Why did Jesus not entrust Himself to them in 
spite of the fact that they believe in Him? Was the 
reason the fact that they only accepted Him as a 
Prophet? ( Joh 6:14 ). Or did he perceive that 
their hearts were like the rocky soil of Luke 8:13 
upon which the seed fell; that “they receive the 
Word with joy, but they would only believe for 
a season and in a season of testing, they would 
fall away”. Or did He know that they were too 
timid to openly live out their faith out of fear of 
persecution? Or did they “love the glory of men 
more than even the glory of God”. ( Joh 12-43). 
Believing is the open hand which receives —
man’s reaction. The fact that Jesus does not en-
trust Himself to anyone, explains God’s reaction 
— He does not fill the hand. In Joh 2 Jesus re-
fuses a relationship with a group of people. Here 
the people believe … but Jesus does not accept 
their faith as genuine. Here hands are raised to 
accept Jesus but Jesus pushes the hands away! 



2 

 
Afterwards they could have thought and believed that they would one day go to 

heaven for had they not raised their hands ….. But they only bluffed themselves. 

 

It is these  ‘believers’ that we notice around us who practice a dead religion de-

void of personal testimony; without the life, leading and piece of the Holy Spirit; 

without the deep realisation of sin and brokenness before God. It is these pious 

churchgoers around us who speak vaguely of the ‘lord’ or of ‘god’ …. Of which 

lord or god they speak is not always clear!? 

 

It is, thus, possible to be known as a ‘believer’ but to be still unsaved. To be born 

again means to be born ‘from above’. It refers to a time when someone received 

the Holy Spirit. Christians must know that they have received the Holy Spirit. 

The receipt of the Holy Spirit proclaims the fact that Jesus  has entrusted you 

with Himself. You become a temple, a dwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

Read again Jesus' description of people who have the Holy Spirit. He describes 

them in His Beatitudes as ‘Blessed’ or ‘Joyful’ or citizens of the heavenly King-

dom. (Mat 5:3 - 11).  

 

Paul describes Christians as those who produce the fruit of the Spirit. ( Gal 5:22). 

The book of Acts describe Christians as fearless and dedicated witnesses of Jesus 

Christ. Jude mentions one characteristic of members of the congregation that do 

not possess the Holy Spirit: “… worldly people, devoid of the Spirit”. (Jude 1:19). 

 

People to whom Jesus has entrusted Himself are people to whom He has given the  

Holy Spirit. Where the Holy Spirit lives, there will be found a Holy Spirit appre-

ciation of Jesus. Where He lives there “ He shall testify of Me (Jesus)…..” (Joh 

15:26) and “...will love Me” (Joh 8:42). 

 

How certain are you that you have the Holy Spirit? Paul said: “ Examine your-

selves whether you are in faith, keep providing what you yourselves are. Or do 

you not recognise that Jesus Christ is in union with you? …” (2 Cor 13:5).  

 

The question of Acts 19:2 is still valid: 

 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 
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Nico reports from Porterville: 
Our Pentecost services at Utrecht were part of an outreach to the, pre-
dominantly, the White population of the area. The topics were, among 
other: 
Religious, but lost; The eternal judgement; Born again; Christ the 
Lamb of God; 
The sadness according to the will of God.  
The attendance was way beyond expectation as an average of 110 
people attended every night.Many who were searching actually came 
for counselling. A gentleman told me, in tears, that his relationship with 
the Lord was not right. After clarity from Scripture he repented and 
made a commitment! Many others came, among them a man who 
sadly said: I am just another good Cornelius, I am very religious but 
lost!!  
Although the time spent there was very taxing this series of Pentecost 
services ended on a high note for me on the pulpit where Dr. Andrew 
Murray dedicated the church in 1863! 
 
Our next campaign starts on 30

th
 May on a farm outside Porterville, 

and will continue until the 9
th
 June.  

 

Radio Service: 
We want to give the Lord all the honour and thanks for the tremendous 
blessing and grace that we experience with our radio services. The 
messages are quite radical and very different to others as eg. broad-
casts by RSG and other radio stations. Our workers allow God’s light 
to fall over many so-called cultural events where Christians are of ne-
cessity involved in such as births, deaths, burials and weddings. These 
are occasions where superstition and ancestral worship are woven into 
the ceremonies. The effects of our teachings are immense and many 
listeners are upset and demonstrate about the programme and insist 
that it must be stopped as it is said to be anti- black culture! 
On the other hand the positive reaction is unbelievable. Many phone in 
to say thank you for being able to hear what the Bible says on these 
matters. Many make appointments for counselling and some travel 
great distances to come and hear more. Pastors from various 
‘churches’ seek more information and ask us to visit their congrega-
tions. Many wish to be schooled as they also want to learn how to do 
Bible study or to preach or to counsel as we do at our tent services. 
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Others request a campaign in their areas. A large group of pastors in  the 

Josini area have started a pastors fraternal. It was decided that they 
would collaborate with the Chiefs in the respective areas to prevent other 
tents with misleading and false messages to hold campaign in their ar-
eas!   

 

What are the main problems that workers ex-
perience at their campaigns? 
Since January we have held campaigns at Estcourt, Piet Retief, Pieter-
maritzburg, Utrecht, Bergville and Ndumo. The general problems that 
occur at most of the campaigns can be summarised as the following: 
 
1. MET is a rural mission and we have consequently tried to avoid hold-
ing campaigns in the urban areas where the attendances have been very 
limited. There appears to be too many distractions in the city, such as 
TV, sport and others. Our recent visit to the Pietermaritzburg area was a 
big disappointment. It is for this reason that we have concentrated on 
reaching the youth of the rural areas before they head for the cities with 
all the temptations. 
 
 2. The Africa culture is a way of life where every phase (birth, marriage 
and death) and everything that is done or planned daily is interwoven 
with ancestral worship. Ancestral worship is a religion that has the san-
goma and witch doctor as spiritual leaders. As a person belonging to a 
group every black person is part of a larger family. In order to convert he 
will first need the consent of his family. Whenever a person expresses 
the desire to accept Jesus and to follow Him we would send him back to 
his home to ask for consent. Many head of families would refuse such 
consent. Many members of most churches still adhere to ancestral wor-
ship. 
Some, such as the young man from Bergville are oppressed by ancestral 
spirits. He regularly saw visions and had dreams where spirit powers 
gave him revelations of general matters (fortune telling). He was unable 
to shake off these powers and it affected him to such extent that he quit 
school. The prophets and sangomas told him that the problem would 
only disappear if he would also become a sangoma. Our workers prayed 
for his deliverance after he had brought all his muthi’s to be burnt.  
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3. Immorality is a huge problem which leads to rapes, pregnancy, back-
street abortions, depression and suicide. Because marriage is not consid-
ered important, children born from loose relationships are reared by a 
grandmother without a father’s oversite. Such children invariably have no 
notion of God, refuse all authority and discipline, become involved in 
crime, can often be cruel and have no Christian-based conscience as the 
direct result of the absence of a Christian upbringing.   
We thank the Lord for Bongani Gumede who has come out of such a 
background, had entered the criminal world of ‘gangsterism’, committed 
murder and was sentenced to 30 years imprisonment. By divine interven-
tion he was found, in prison, by one of our former workers and lead to the 
Lord and through a miracle was released after serving only seven years. 
He is now in training at our tent and gave his testimony at the Bergville 
campaign. The people were astounded and deeply touched by his testi-
mony.  
Our workers tell of Bandile Mkhize, a 20year old girl who had a problem of 
sleeping around with numerous men. In her habit of doing such, she con-
ceived a child whose father was unknown. She was also into drugs. She 
received Jesus at a service and came to confess all. She still needs con-
tinuous prayer to be strong in the Lord! 
 
4. 30 to 40 years ago ‘Drugs’ in the rural areas were limited to drink and 
smoke. Today this has grown to be a massive youth problem. During the 
Bergville campaign at our visits to the schools we found that even a new 
drug called ‘Mercedes’ had appeared in the country and is a serious prob-
lem. Some of the learners came forward for counselling and prayer. 
 
5. The transgender problem has now appeared on the scene and it is no 
longer uncommon for a man, who wants to dress as a woman, to come for 
counselling. 
Mpontshane relates: ‘A young man from ‘Gama’ came for counselling. 
This young man had the appearance of a female with his dreadlocks. We 
had a session with him and found that other men were falling in love with 
him. We gave him Biblical advice how to be a man of God and he gladly 
received our counsel.’ 
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6. Whereas 30-40 years ago we found very few Muslims among the 
indigenous population it has become common to find eg. a Zulu fam-
ily to have accepted the Muslim faith. Mosques and Muslim schools 
have sprung up like toadstools. Poor people have been irresistibly 
drawn to accept the invitation to join these schools with free food 
parcels and school clothes on offer. In some areas we do not dare to 
speak negatively about Islam. Young people would jump up aggres-
sively and turn the tent service into bedlam as they voice their objec-
tions! As the mission programs of the churches have dwindled so 
the advance of Islam has grown exponentially!        
 

7. The state of the spiritual condition of the Churches is worrying. 
Rose Thabethe of Piet Retief was involved with many loose sexual 
relationships. She also had a drinking problem. Her mother had 
raised her as a Christian but she fell away completely. Gradually the 
desire to serve the Lord came back and she decided to join a 
church .She was shocked when she discovered that the pastor was 
also caught up in the things that she had broken with. He had a num-
ber of relationships with young girls from his flock! Then the confu-
sion…whereto now? Are all the other churches the same? 
8. Then we find the ‘entrepreneur- pastors’, born business men! 
Blessed water, a bargain at only R4.00 per bottle! High expectations 
created around wonder-cures….and when the worker of wonders 
moves on, he leaves behind many disillusioned souls! When our tent 
arrives people refuse to come to the services because we are all de-
ceivers!! It will take time before the prejudice is removed and they re-
alise that the MET tent does not operate like those false prophets. 
9. Hardly necessary to mention scratch-my-back ministries! Mem-
bership and dress of the church makes the believer! When a person 
has been lead to believe that he is already a believer it is very difficult 
to get such person to the Cross. Often our cautions concerning an-
cestral worship fall on deaf ears because that church encourages it. 
Mpontshane tells: ‘In the Woodford area, the people had a stigma to 
tents because of what the other tents did that have come to this area. 
At first the people did not trust us. As time went by, and as they heard 
our message and presentation, they began to come to our services. 
One of the things people liked was the fact that our services were not 
run like previous tents that sowed discord in families through 
‘prophesies and money making tricks’  
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Thanksgiving and prayer requests: 
 
#  Thanks to the Lord for a donation from a retired minister of a 
sound system with micro phones and stands, a large screen and 
attachments. 
 
#   A new, up-dated DVD with the theme: 'Understand the Black 
Man', has been completed by Nico and can be ordered from our 
office. There is a great blessing which flows from these DVD mes-
sages which we distribute. In person we can reach a few people at 
a time but these DVD messages reach hundreds. 
 
#   Please pray for our Chairman, Theuns Steenkamp and for our 
Secretary, Ria Pretorius, who faithfully and excellently carry out 
their work. 
 
#   Pray for the 9 congregations at Makatini flats. 
#   Pray for the Maputuland Community Radio and that the mes-
sages will bring the unsaved to repentance. This mission is in jeop-
ardy as there is heavy pressure from various circles that some of 
our teachings must be toned down!! 
 
#  Thank you for all who faithfully contribute and stand in prayer for 
the mission. 
 
#  Thank you for campaigns completed so far and pray for clear 
leading regarding the campaigns for the rest of 2016. 
 
#  Pray for the workers and tent leaders, for more workers in the 
vineyard and for protection against wolves in sheep's clothing.  
 
#  Thank you for  blessed Pentecost services at the N.G. Congre-
gation at Utrecht.  
 
Kind regards in Jesus name. 
Theuns, Nico, Denzel, and other council members, Ria and all MET 
workers. 
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Piet Retief Campaign 

Training: How to work with chil-

dren 


