VICTORIOUS LIVING
Christians may live one of two lives: either a powerless (stand and fall) existence or a victorious (Spirit filled) one. The first knows no inner peace and joy, cannot be distinguished from that of a worldling, carries no message to the world, is not desired by anyone and provides God with no joy (Rom 8:7).

Bear in mind the following:

1. The flesh - the old human nature, the old man, the self, the I - is the enemy, spy or representative of the devil within every child of God. By nature the self hates the will of God. You will never be rid of it: it will be there until you die (Rom 8:7).

2. The Spirit is the other party within the Christian's life. The Spirit entered your life when you were born again.

3. There is a continual struggle for supremacy between the Spirit and the flesh (Gal 5:17,18). The situation may be compared to two dogs in the same yard: a white one (gentle, loving, obedient) and a black one (cruel, selfish, miserly). The Spirit (the white one) wishes to do the will of God whereas the flesh (the black one) wishes to sin.

4. A daily life of victory and control in the Spirit is possible...

a. if I make a choice as to whom I want in control of my life, the white or the black dog;

b. if I give the black one over to death, i.e. through surrender and crucifixion of the self - considering the self to be dead (Rom 6:11);

c. if I accept in faith the reality of the death of the black dog in me. This means that I have to accept with my whole heart that the self has been committed to the grave with Christ (Gal 5:19,20). As I start to believe this, God will let it grow into a bigger reality in practice;

d. if I learn to distinguish between the "barking" of the two dogs in my life. I shall never be completely free of the black dog: it will always snarl threateningly and make demands (with its nagging bark). It is this that will distinguish the black dog from the white one which just wants to make me aware of the will of God. The black dog is characterised by its avaricious/mean nature whereas the white dog only asks for attention whenever there is a real need.;

e. if I learn to feed that which I have chosen. The diet or food (fruits) of the Spirit and of the flesh are set out in Gal 5:19-23. If, in faith, I consider the flesh to be dead, I will only feed the Spirit with what it desires, namely love, joy, goodness, etc. If I do the works of the flesh, I will feed the flesh and bring sorrow to the Spirit (Rom 13:14); and

f. if I am willing daily to accept the pain of refusing the requests, desires and passions of the flesh and to crucify myself. It is painful. God forbids feeding the flesh (black dog) - He calls it rebellion which will be punished (2 Pet 2:10).

In this way the Spirit grows and the flesh weakens. I shall then begin to look more like Christ, spiritually (Gal 5:24). Then I am no longer a slave to sin (Rom 6:6,7,14).

Do three things every morning in your quiet time:

1. 
Thank the Lord in faith that you no longer live but that Christ lives within you.

2. 
Place yourself completely in God's hands.

3. 
In faith, ask for and claim complete possession and control by the Spirit. Without the fullness of the Spirit there can be no victorious living.
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