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THREAT TO THE CHURCH’S EXIS-

TANCE  

 
With so many challenges and threats facing the Church, the 

world of the Christian is gradually becoming a more dan-

gerous place to live in.  

 

*On International front ISIS is one of the main threats to the 

Christian faith.  

*In South Africa freedom of speech is under threat should 

the law against Hate Speech be promulgated. In terms 

thereof we run the risk of being prosecuted for telling some-

one that he is a sinner.  

* There are also voices heard that want the Bible banned 

because it would discriminate and propagate hate speech.  

*Then there is the evil within the church that threatens to 

destroy it from inside. I refer to the liberal theologians who 

have already done untold damage with their godless teach-

ings and have sunk the faith of many by questioning the 

integrity and inspiration of Scripture.  

* Furthermore those who serve the Lord in spirit and in 

truth are labelled as loveless, intolerant and judgemental 

because they refuse to compromise.  

*Deception in the form of a Christ-less gospel, and the 

manifestation of evil spirits that is interpreted as work of the 

Holy Spirit, is drawing more and more Christians away to 

follow another jesus.  

This is only the point of the proverbial iceberg that threat-

ens to destroy the church of Christ.  
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How will we remain standing? 

 
Persecution has always been part of the Church.  
In Joh. 15:19 the Lord said to His disciples: because you are not of this world, but I 

have chosen you out of the world, therefor the world hates you.  

In Matt 24:9 the Lord warns His disciples that: they shall deliver you up to be af-

flicted, and they shall kill you, and you shall be hated of all nations for My name’s 

sake  

And for us who stand at the eve of the return of the Lord, there is a warning in Luke 

21:26….Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which 

are coming on the earth.  

Thank God that we do not need to have heart failure for 

fear of things to come.  

Why not?  

 
1. Our victory has been assured.  
 

Matt 16:18: And I say also to you: that thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

What the Lord says to Peter is that the strategies, attacks and mechanisms of the en-

emy shall not destroy or cripple the church.  

Christ has with this pronouncement declared the church as invincible. This will be a 

great source of hope and inspiration for us, as, in spite of all the attacks, we know that 

we  

WILL BE VICTORIOUS!! 

2. Christ prayed for our protection.  

 

After the three years that Christ walked with His disciples, the time had arrived that 

he would say goodbye to them. This He did by praying for them (Joh 17). In this 

prayer He asked the Father to guard His disciples, and all who would believe 

through them, from evil.  

All believers for all times are included in this prayer and to this day – 2017 years 

later – we still experience how God continues to answer that prayer.  
Joh 17:20: Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 

through their word--.  
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3. Every child of the Lord shall be preserved.  

 

In Revelation 13:8 we read that all whose names are written in the book of life of the 

Lamb, from the foundation of the earth, shall not worship the beast. WOW! Before 

the foundation of the earth our victory over the beast was already proclaimed!  

 

4. Christ’s promise.  
 

Finally we have a wonderful promise at the end of the great command.  

Matt 28:19: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptise them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you.  

Matt 28:20: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  

 

5. Supernatural empowerment:  
 

In Acts 7 we read how Stephen, Christ’s first martyr, reacted during his persecution. 

When his life was threatened (v55), more aware of God’s holiness than in his cir-

cumstances, while he was being stoned, he prayed for his persecutors.  

How did Stephen manage this?  

Verse 55 says that Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit. 

He was, at that moment supernaturally strengthened. So we will also be strengthened 

by the Holy Spirit if ever we face death in our stand for Christ.  
Remember that Christ promised that no one will pluck His sheep from His hand. Joh 

10:28.  

 

Though Peter warns us that our enemy, the devil, roams around like a lion roaring [in 

fierce hunger], seeking someone to seize upon and devour, we do have this assurance, 

according to Rev 12:7-11, that we wil be victorious in the end.  

 

Rev 12:7 Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels went forth to battle 

with the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought.  

Rev 12:8 But they were defeated, and there was no room found for them in heaven 

any longer.  

Rev 12:9 And the huge dragon was cast down and out--that age-old serpent, who is 

called the Devil and Satan, he who is the seducer (deceiver) of all humanity the world 

over; he was forced out and down to the earth, and his angels were flung out along 

with him. [Gen. 3:1, 14, 15; Zech. 3:1.]  
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Rev 12:10  Then I heard a strong (loud) voice in heaven, saying, Now it has come--

the salvation and the power and the kingdom (the dominion, the reign) of our God, 

and the power (the sovereignty, the authority) of His Christ (the Messiah); for the 

accuser of our brethren, he who keeps bringing before our God charges against them 

day and night, has been cast out! [Job 1:9-11.]  

 

Rev 12:11 And they have overcome (conquered) him by means of the blood of the 

Lamb and by the utterance of their testimony, for they did not love and cling to life 

even when faced with death [holding their lives cheap till they had to die for their 

witnessing].  

 

Therefor we do not have to fear or be anxious or panic. We live in hope and ex-

pectation that we WILL BE PRESERVED!!!  

BECAUSE HE IS FAITHFUL!!! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you:  
 

The NG Congregation in London has notified us that, due to a depletion of their 

members they will no longer be able to support us financially.  

We fully understand their situation wish to thank them for their faithful support over 

many years.  

 

 

Welcome:  

 

Great was our surprise when Br. Francois Pretorius arrived at our January meeting 

and not only re-joined our Trust but also accepted the position of Chairman. We are 

thankful to the Lord that He led this man of faith and capable servant to take up the 

reins again.  

 

May he again, as in his previous 25 years as Chairman, experience the Lord’s guid-

ance and wisdom to steer the work as it pleases Him. Uncle Francois and Aunty 

Louise, welcome back and thank you!  
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Website:  
 

After months of hard work and technology, that caused many headaches 

at times, we are pleased to report that our Website is now operational. The 

address is still the same: www.met.org. Please visit our site and feel free 

to let us have any suggestions to improve or to cut out any frustrations 

you may encounter. 
 

 

Western Cape: 
  

We showed the Jesus-film on the second to last evening of the campaign 

on the farm Grootfontein. On the last evening the Lord led me to let the 

people sit in a ring. I quietly explained to them how God placed their sins 

on His Son and punished Him as if He was the one who had committed 

the sin. It was one of those evenings that I could feel that the Lord em-

powered me in a special way to open up the Scriptures. There was a spe-

cial sanctified atmosphere such as I had seldom experienced. After the 

service three ladies and four young men remained seated. They all made a 

commitment to serve the Lord. One of the ladies cried bitterly and one of 

the boys called on the Lord to save him with tears in his eyes. 
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Mpontshane relates:  
 

 

Campaign in Jozini area: 

 
  

January 2017.  

After a well-deserved rest we were thankful to start out first campaign with 

renewed vigour. The attendance was very good and many people came to 

give their hearts to Lord. We laid the foundation (Christ) and now the new 

converts must be discipled. Please pray for the people in the Jozini area as 

they are really open to the Gospel.  

In the beginning of the second campaign our new tent was damaged by a 

rain storm accompanied by strong winds. The damage amounts to thousands 

of Rands. We were compelled to borrow a much smaller tent from the area 

to enable us to proceed with the campaign. Our other tent that was damaged 

in November last year, is also in for repairs.  

The cost amounts to R13000.00.  

As we no longer have a large truck to convey our equipment we have de-

cided to work within a small radius around Jozini (where the equipment is 

stored). We trust the Lord for a suitable truck 
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A reminder:  
 

 

We wish to remind all of our multi-media ministry where messages 

are recorded in audio and video format in Afrikaans, South-Sotho, 

Xhosa and Zulu. Please visit our website for more details. Click on 

the button “Multimedia”.  

As our income has diminished of late, we are forced to limit our ex-

penses where we can. We therefor appeal to all that have access to 

the internet to send your E-mail address to Ria, our secretary, at 

met@greytown.co.za so that we can send the newsletter to you in 

PDF format. This will save on postage and stationary. Thank you 

very much for your assistance in this regard.  

Nico plans to start an initiative to seek sponsors overseas, through 

the internet, to get involved in our work.  

 

 

Prayer requests: 

 
  

*We ask for your continuous prayers for our finances.  

 

*Please pray for our new Chairman for wisdom as he takes up the 

reins again.  

 

*Please pray for young men and women to become involved in our 

Trust . 

 

Thank you and bless you all! 



8 

 


