REDEMPTION FROM SIN

Redemption from sin does not mean that you are without sin. This should, however, be my ideal (1 Pet 1:16).
It is redemption from punishment and judgment:
Converted children of the Lord who have already confessed their sins, should no longer live in fear that God is going to punish them. "There is no condemnation now for those who live in union with Jesus Christ" (Rom 8:1;Jh 3:18;5:24 & 1 Thess 1:10).
 
It is redemption from a love of sin:
"The fear of the Lord lies in hating what is wicked" (Proverbs 8:13). Born again people also stumble but they hate what they have done wrong. "The Lord loves those who despise evil" (Ps 97:10). We should hate that which caused the death of God's only Son, namely sin.
 
It is redemption from the enslaving power and control of sin:
In a boxing match, the champion also receives a few painful blows. He may even land on the floor for a few counts. However, he is quickly on his feet again to defend his title. We are "more than victors" in Christ (Rom 8:14). Even Spririt-filled children of the Lord land on the floor but they are not governed by a particular sin. "I am not going to let anything make a slave of me" (1 Cor 6:12; Rom 6:12; 2 Pet 2:19).
The difference lies in stumbling in sin and being addicted. A person who stumbles is like someone who steps into the mud with his new pair of shoes. He will immediately be dismayed and pull his foot out at once and his heart will be disappointed because his shoes have been soiled. With sadness he will immediately clean his new shoes. Thus someone who stumbles into sin does so unexpectedly and immediately regrets what he has done and tries to repair the damage done.
A person who is addicted to sin is like someone who is wearing gumboots while working in the mud. The mud does not bother him at all. He feels nothing about the filth around him. Like a pig, he has begun to feel at home in the mud.
Even though I have been redeemed, I might still stumble (James 3:2). However, Christ has released me from the enslaving power of sin (Rom 6:8). No sin can have a permanent hold over the life of a child of God. "So everyone who lives in Christ does not continue to sin; but whoever continues to sin has never seen or known Him." (1 Jh 3:6) So, whoever is still addicted to specific sins, for example homosexuality and other sexual sins (Rom 1:27, 28), uncontrolled tongue (James 1:26); materialism (1 Jh 2:15), an unforgiving heart (Mt 6:14,15), smoking, drinking, etc., "belongs to the devil" (1 Jh 3:8-10).
Christ has not only redeemed you from certain sins when you accepted Him into your life. God does not do an incomplete job. He has released you from ALL sin. The same Spirit that was in Jesus and raised Him from the dead and gave the disciples courage to speak freely at Pentecost, also empowers you to do all things (1 John 3:9; Pet 1:3; Rom 8:11). That is why you are called a redeemed child of God. How can I proclaim that I have been redeemed if certain sins still chain me? How can I call myself a servant of God if I still serve the devil? (Rom 6:16-18) David says: "I will never tolerate evil!" (Ps 101:3).
Practical advice:
  Make peace with the fact that people that have been redeemed still stumble from time to time.
  be very much aware of Jesus who, since your conversion, lives within you through his Spirit (1 Cor 3:16; Rom 8:9-11).
  Claim in faith your full inheritance, that is the redemption from and victory over all sin in every area of your life. A person who has Jesus, has victory and no longer needs to search for it.
  Thank Him that you are more than a victor; that this victory is your inheritance and that you did not receive it through your own efforts (Zach 4:6).
  If you still cannot be victorious over certain sins, find someone who can help you and pray for and with you.
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